1642-45] RELATION OF 1644-45 277

Not a single canoe had come down, whether from the
Alguonquins, the Nipisiriniens, or the Hurons, to
bring us any news of what was going on in the upper
country. Each one [104] spoke of it according to his
own idea and in accordance with his own inclination.
Some said that all the French who had gone up to
the Huron country with our Fathers had been massa-
cred; that the Devil had spoken to some Savages,
and that consequently we need not expect any news
from those countries. Others, who were more in-
clined to take a favorable view of the matter, con-
jectured that these tribes would come down in great
numbers, and that it required a great deal of time to
assemble them. Meanwhile, the season was passing
away, and our doubts were about to change to
despair, when all of a sudden we saw upon the river
saint Lawrence sixty Huron canoes, laden with
French, with Savages, and with furs. Father
Hierosme Lallemant — whose arrival had been ex-
pected and desired for a whole year and more — was
in this fine Company, which greatly rejoiced all who
had at heart the welfare of the country and the salva-
tion of these peoples. The French soldiers whom
the Queen had sent out last year came back in good
health, better supplied with virtue and with the
knowledge of Christian truths than when they had
embarked [105] to leave France. The principal
Captains of the Hurons brought back one of the two
Iroquois whom they had taken prisoners in the
previous year, near Richelieu, with the intention of
presenting him to Monsieur the Governor; this
they did, as we shall see. These Captains had
orders from the whole of their country to enter into
full negotiations for peace, and to follow the judg-



